ternum malum. A. Adeone me delirare cenſes, ut ita eſe credam ? 
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Shall not the Juke of the whole Earth do Right ? 


 OCrxNEsIs xvili. 25. 


Ila /u ſuicis intolerabili dolore cruciat, fi opinamur eos, gui- 


bus orbati ſumus, eſſe cum aliguo ſenſu iis in malis quibus aul. 
. opinantur. Hanc excutere opin. onem mi himet volui radicitus. 


| Cre. Tuſc. Qu, Lib. i. 
M. Hec fortaſ metuis,, e ae rco mortem cenſes efſe ſempi- 


M. An th hec non credis? A. Minime chr. M. Mals hercale 
narras. A, Cur, quzſo? M. Lia dt ifertus effe paſſem, fi con- 
tra ifia dicerem. A. Quis enim non in ejuſmodi cau/a ? aut quid 
otii eft, bæc poetarum & pictorum portenta convincere ® M. At- 
pleni ſunt libri Philoſophorum contra Ita ipſa diſſerentium. 
5 * ſane e quis oft enim tam auer, geen ita moveant ? 
Ibid. 
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12 e Vir, CHANDLER, D. p. 


e Spe 2, 1 759. 


_ = G heat you publicly aſſert 
; ſome Time: ago, That the Doctrine 
of Annihilation, or, that the Souls 
of LEED Men ſhall be totally deſtroyed i in 
he. future State, is utterly inconſiſtent with 
e Chriſtian Scheme; and as you did not 
at t that Time produce any Argument of 
N ſon, or Authority. of Scripture, to prove 
what you had aſſerted; it raiſed in me a 
Curioſity to know by what Proof you are 
able to ſupport your Aſſertion; in Hope of 
re nn fach Satisfaction, 48 may be ex- 
pee om a Gentleman of yours known, 
TOON 3 Abilities, 


1 | 
* and. lan W the Chriſtian Re- 


' 


aw mote ready to gratify my own cu- 
rioſity in making yak this public Requeſt, 
| 5 1 am perſuaded, that there is nothing 
ore conducive »ta the „ e of Tzuth, 
chan if thoſe who ſtudied the fame Shbject, 
yet are of contrary Opinions, enter into a 
mutual Diſquiſition of each others Argu- 
_ and, with an amicable Spirit of free 
Inquiry, examine the Strength of x what, m 
be alledged on both Sides. e 


That I am of an Opinion directly oppo- 
fite to yours, you need nat to be, informed: 
Nor do I ſee the leaſt Reafon to avoid either 


8 public Declaration, or. Defence of my 
Opinion. | For, as, wk as JI remai fully 
convinced, as 1 am a preſent, - 'T t that 


Doctrine Which yqu aſſerted, more than 


once, to be abſolutely inconfiſtent with the 


Chriſtian Scheme, is the very Doctrine 0 
Chriſtianity, it will not affect me in the 
leaſt, whether the O inion which 5 main- 
ain, be thought Ty Or ner, Lee 
or x fingular, Pate N bt? 


VII ; Wil TR 


N 1 65 7 «= 


That Men who. _ their Minds to the 


ee of Religion a 50 Holy Seren, 


ſhoul 


5 * 6 5 7 * F* ; g or 


4% 
. 


U 


Should be of Mifcredt: and even conttaty 


Opinions, is certainly ne neu Thing in the 
Ohriſtiam World. But that / ſuch ſhould con- 
ſpired by / a joiat Examination and friendly 
Controverſy, to inveſtigate Truth, for them- 
ſelves and :others,- in 4 Subject cone 
which they totally differ 1 is (Lam ſorry to 
ſay) ſomething new and uncommon. But 
as the Author df tlie Epitle'to the Hebrews 
<xhorts them {To provoke! one another (as 
our Tranflators have rendered it) t Lobe 
and good\Works'; fo J do not doubt, but 
vou, as well as every other Reader of this 
Pamphlet, wil! approve my Conduct, in 
inviting and uiging you in this public Man- 
| ner; to a friendly Diſcuſſion of fo = po 
tant a nee as Ga Deen, [17 0 
A leber. wall Aapprehef 5 desc 5. 
read allowed; eſpecially, a by thoſe who 
have a real Concern for the Credit of the 
Chriſtian Religion: At leaſt, it appears of 


15 be Conſeq uence to me, That if it 


fhould be probs, that the final Puniſhment 
Hege to wicked Men in the New 
Teſtament, is not 


an endlefs Preſervation in a State of Miſery 
and Torment ; this would, in my Opinion, 
fl a greatet Odium upon Chriſtianity, and 


Taiſe 4 e eee to it, than all its 
N nk 5. * AUverfaries 


* | ES E's 7 
Wi 4 Fi 


total Deſtruction, but 


— 
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Adverſar ies have yet been able to produce: 
And, I will venture to aſſert, that there are 
many Perſons in this Nation, of no incon- 
ſiderable Underftanding, Who would be 
-Atrongly diſpoſed” to reject the New Teſta. 
as a Divine Revelation, if r 
convinced that it contains ſuch a Doctrine 


23 Hrn 3 le 
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Fot, that any Doctrine hal: he- true, 
. have the real Stamp of Divine Authori- 
ty, which aſeribes to the ſupremꝭ Governor 
-of the Univerſe, a Conduct. unworthy. -of 
any Prince, or Governor on Earth, and re- 
pugnant to our beſt Conceptions of the 
Meaſures and Ends of good Government; 
cannot eaſily. be admitted by Perſons of a 

thoughtful . ingenuous Mind. To over 
come the Antipathy of a good Heart, and 
the Remonſtrance of a reaſoning Mind a- 
ſt it, will require an We Wei 
Tan Evidence. LOI dl eee þ Wy 


* 
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22 en of Puniſhments. is e 
* all good Government: To extend them 
bey ond the Limits of Reaſon, or of Law, 
7655 is the public Reaſon, is one Cha- 
racteriſtic of Tyranny, Where Puniſh- 
ments are extended, or increaſed, ſo far as 
the public Safety and Welfare require, and 
no further; i. e. where they are. always 
2 and directed by a View to the Hap- 

"om 


4+ 1 


neſs of the Whole; there od Govern- 
ment: But where they are inereaſed, either 
in Degree, or Duration; beyond what is re- 
quiſite -to, that End; there is Tyranny: 
Where they are unlimited, or infinite; 
there is the greateſt Tyranny: For to 


” 


puniſh. a Criminal in an exceſſive De- 


gree, and beyond what the Ends of good 
Government. require, is as real Injuſtice and 
Cruelty, as to inffict a leſſer Degree of Puniſh- 


ment upon an innocent Perſon, For in boch 


Caſes, it is equally inflicting Miſery, not to 
anſwer any neceſſary, or uſeful End, but 
for the mere fake; of increaſing Miſery 3 


which. is the worſt. End that can be conceived. 


There neither is, nor can be, any other 

Difference, between the beſt and fie worſt 
Sovernment poſſible; than that the former 
is adminiſtered with a View to produce and 
maintain the greateſt Virtue 400 Happineſs, 
and to prevent, or extinguiſh, as much as 
| name, Wickedneſs and Miſery ; ; and the 


tter with a View to prolong and encreaſe 


Wickedneſs and Miſery. Now, whether 


the endleſs Preſervation of wicked Spirits, in 
order to inflict upon them infinite Miſeries, 

be more conſiſtent with the former, or the 
latter Kind of Government; is not difficult 


to be determined. Fheir” Wickedneſs, or 


their Miſery, may be a Reaſon in the Mind 
: of 


= - = — ——— — 
P — ̃ 


e ee 
of a good Governor, for r deltroyin 
But the contrary, vig. — Heu 
ever in a State of Wickedneſs and Miſery. 
2ppears/ more conducive to the Ends oe the 
oo anne, than of he a 
—_ SRL 7 14 
o alledge, Tha Moran e is f6 
ret, and our Ideas of what 'is' fitteſt and 
fo imperfe&, that we can form n 
; Judgment of what the Ends of Divin 
Government may require; and that "there: 
fore, for ought we know, infinite Puniſh- 
ment, and the endleſs Exiſtence of fone Be- 
ings in the greateſt Miſery, may be made 
ſußbſervient, by the incomprehenfible Wiſe 
dom of Providence, to the greateſt Virtue 
and. Hap pineſs of the Univerſe ;— is only 
i 5 5 8 a ſuppoſed Poſſibility againſt 
the greateſt Probability; and jendeavouring; 
under Color of human Ignorance, to ſcreen 
a Doctrine apparently moſt . to ) the 
e of. the rene 1 Smog 
4” 5 CAE 16376] 
"In oe, Song extreme ol 
lingering Puniſhments are a certain Mark 
of Barbarity, and a Criterion by which to 
diſtinguiſh a Tyrant from a jiſt and good 
Prince. In the beſt conſtituted Govern- 
ments, Puniſhments are the mildeſt, in the 
worſt, the ſevereſt. For a perfect Tyranny, 
10 18 


332 


of ? 


: 1 
is ſupported ſolely by Fear; but a juſt and 
legal Government, by better Principles and 
Affections. And whether, the 50%, or the 
vorſt Governments on Earth, are moſt ile 
the Divine; whether the greateſt Tyrants, 
or the moſt beneficent and merciful Princes, 
moſt reſemble the perfect Governor of the 
| een Hl no nen heſitate in deciding. 


But ded in 2 human Governments, 
even the worſt, Death (which is Annibila- 
tion in reſpect to human Society) is the ul- 


timate Puniſhment : And all that is added; 


by thoſe Judges who. proceed to the ex- 
tremeſt Rigor, is' an Augmentation, for a 
ſhort Space of Time, of the Horrors and 
Agonies preceding, or attending the Execu- 
tion. And it is hardly to be conceived, 
that any Prince, though abſolute in Power, 
tyrannical in Diſpoſition, and both injured 
and incenſed to the higheſt Degree, would 
not, in length of Time, think Juſtice ſatiſ- 
fied, if not feel his own Reſentment ſatiated, 
by the extreme and laſting Miſeries of the 
Criminal: And the Idea of making theſe 
Miſeries everlaſting, was this in his Power, 
would be found too abhorrent to Reaſon 
and Humanity, to be long og; in a 
human Broaft. 
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How then can we think of imputing a 
Procedure, excecding the Severity of the 
greateſt Tyrant, and of the worſt of Go. 
vernments on Earth, to that Being, whom 2, 
we ſtile the belt; whoſe tender Mercies are 


z 


over al bis Works; whom we ought to 


Love with all our Hearts,: and to: contem- 
plate with the greateſt Delight ; and in whoſe 
Deſigns and Meaſures we , ought to place an 
entire Confidence? Why do we file bie 
moſt merciful? Why addreſs him as Tas 


_ FaTurR or Maxxinn? — A Father, in- 


deed, may puniſh a wicked and diſobedient 
Son; 7. e. May withdraw his Favour from 
him, may diſinherit him, may inflict Stripes, 
or other Penalties upon him; nay, acting 
as Magiſtrate and Judge, may put him to 
Death, But what ſhould we think of that 
Father, who acting in the Capacity of a 
Judge over his offending. Offspring, would 
not be ſatisfied (be their Crimes | ever ſo 
great) either with their total Deſtruction, 
or their ſuffering for any limited Duration, or 
the Addition of the former to the latter; but 

who would rather judge them to live for ever, 

than to periſb for ever in Fire unguenchable 2— 
How could ſuch a Judgment conſiſt! either 
with the Equity of Government, or the 
| |  Clemency 


- 
Clemency df a Judge? Hor much leſs 
with the Diſpoſition of a Parent? — How. 
vain is it to compliment the Almighty 
with the Titles of moſt Juſt and oft Mer- 
ciful 3 if at the ſame Time we aſcribe to 
him a Conduct, not only inconfiſtent with 
the Paternal Character, but irreconcileable 
to our rr Notions of n as "well as 


? 18 14 5 


an pe- 14 
ligion, than to preſetye the Character of the 
Supreme Being inviolate : For without this 
Foundation it cannot be ſupported ; but will 
be apt to degenerate into flaviſh Superſtition, 
or & blind and favage Enthufiaſm. Yet, 
perhaps, n0 Character in the World 135 
deen more miſtaken, or traduced, And, Con- 
ſoquentiy, ſuffered more Reproach and In- 
jury from the — 4 and Pens of Men; 
Whilſt not ur the Nature and 
End of Government in eber nor having 
formed any clear and conſiſtent Notions of 
Juſtice a Mercy, 'or of that public Utility, 
— ought always to be intended and ah= 
ſwered, by puniſhing as well as by reward- 
ing; they have erected, in theit owh Ima⸗ 
gination, a Scheme of Government, ac. 
cCording to their own' narrow, Partial, arbi- 
e or enthufiaſtic Conceits; and have 
ag B 2 fondly 


r e 


ns 1 


fondly imputed this Scheme, to the moſt 
ſablime and excellent Being, whoſe, Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs are — 1 : whoſe 
Thoughts and. Deſigns excel thoſe- of the 
wiſeſt and beſt Men, as the ane e are „ 
bove the Earth, ine eo Pe 4 


: Nothing they: can ; 8 more e 
thoſe, ' ob are appointed to be Miniſters of 
Religion, and Guardians of its Truth and 
Purity, than to vindicate God's Governn 
of the World, and to reſcue. that ; moſt 
ſablime and ſacred Character, which we 
ſhould always contemplate with the higheſt 
Veneration and Affection, from thoſe un- 
worthy Notions, which Men are apt to in- 
termix with their Belief of a Deity; and 
eſpecially, from thoſe black ** by 
which he is repreſented as no better, in 
effect, than the greateſt Tyrant, inſtead of 
being the moſt juſt, beneficent and merci 
ful Governor. For the Influence which 
Religion has upon. the Diſpoſitions and Mo- 
rals of. Mankind, will be uſeful, or hurtful, 
in proportion as their Sentiments of the 
Divine Nature and Government ate Good, 
or Evil. The worſt Evils of Superſtition 
and Enthuſiaſm have their Source in an un- 
juſt, or partial Opinion of the Deity. Nor 
gan, the Belief. 9 5 Jug Exiſtence, or Al- 
| I mighty | 


: *** 
* 1 &s 


[13] 
might Power, produce any good Effects, 
ſeparate from a Belief of his perfect Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, A juſt Eſteem of the Deity, 
g de, is that Spring of true Religion 
and Virtue, which ought to be preſerved, 
as much. as. poflible, . ds e in 


the. Maggs of Men. 1 


5 ; 3 
f * © b 7 * 3314 1 
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| 


10 1 is more curious and difficult th ne- 


e to accbunt for the Fropenſity of 


Mankind, to receive and retain ſach ill Im- 
preſſions of the Deity,” and his Government 


of the World. Whether they may be a- 


| ſcribed to thoſe Fears and Horrors, which are 


apt ſometimes, eſpecially in ſome Perſons, 
to ſeize and wholly poſſeſs the Imagination, 


and thereby diſturb and over-power their 


 Reaſon:— Or, to their violent Reſentments 
againſt thoſe who offend and injure them, 


which tempt them to avenge themſclves in 


proportion ta their own:Power, rather than 
to do Juſtice in proportion to the Offence z 
and hence lead them to imagine, that the 
greater Power the Perſon. offended is poſ- 
ſeſſed of, the greater Puniſhment he will 
conſequently inflict: — Or, whether they 
may be owing in ſome Inſtances to the 
Strength of any other Paſſions; ſo much 
is certain, That human Paſſions! and Affe · 
m_ either ſeparate or united, have a great 
WAR 1 Influence 
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Influence upon their Uaderſtandings, and 
contribute both to form and confirm their 


rticular Sentiments of the eee and | 
Dipolicn on” 8 . vn To 


*r 


T2 wy: be _— difficult” i wet ot 
with any Preciſion, how ſuch Opinions have 
actually ariſen and ſpread in the World; 
particularly this batbarous Notion of a State 


of never-ending Miſery, and Torment. The 
Heathen Poets adopted the vulgar Fables, 
in regard to the different Species of the In- 


fernal Torments. And Virgil aſſigns a per- 
petual Duration of Miſery Tan ſome Crimi- 


nals; — © Sedet. etermumque ſedebit Infelix 


Theſes : '— though to others he is ſo fa- 


vourable as to:allow;- in-proceſs of Time, a 
Releaſe: So that his Doctrine has a remark+- 


able Conformity to the . Popiſh Hell and 
Purgatory.— But it was the Buſineſs of the 
Poets to affect the Imagination: And to this 
End, they made the like Uſe of the fabu- 
lous Traditions of their Times, as Shakes 

ar does of his Witches and Apparitions, 
— Theſe were the Poetarum & Piclorun 
Portenta, which Cicero, as a Philoſopher, 


ſpeaks of with ſo much! Contempt, as to 
ſay, Who can be fo 5 7 185 as to give 


ay Credit to tient pf 13 A TOSS 
x ene 23 
6 = ls Mabomet 


HEH. 
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1 Shi to adopt hs Dodtine of 


En Torments in Nac Earneſt; and 


thunders it out, not only againſt Criminals, 


but againſt all who do not receive his Koran. 
His Lapguage is, They (hall undergo theRi- 


ct 
c 
1 
cc 
cc 


ct 


cc 


cc 
8 
4 


cc 
£c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6 
cc 
cc 
cc 
5 


** 


gours of an infinite Pain. They ſhall never 
be eaſed in their Torments,— They ſhall 
be eternally confined in the Fire of Hell. 

— They ſhall dwell there eternally.— God 


will change their burned Skin into a new 
Skin, that they may ſuffer the more. 
4 4 
e 
„t 


He hath prepared Hell for them, where 
they ſhall remain eternally. — The Infi- 


dels ſhall'be encompaſſed with Flames of 


Hell. — They ſhall have Shirts of Fire, —. 


Boiling Water ſhall flow in upon their 
Heads :— The Fire ſhall burn what is in 
their Bellies, and ſhall roaſt their Skin.— 
They ſhall be beaten with Clubs of Iron. 
When they think to go out of this 


Fire, they ſhall enter further into it.— 
They ſhall not die in thoſe Torments, and 
their Torture ſhall never be aſſwaged.— 


They ſhall in vain implore Succour of 


God. — They ſhall demand of the Keeper 


of the Fire, Will thy Lord never deliver 
us from theſe Pains — He ſhall anſwer 
them, Ve ſhall abide there eternally.—_ 
They ſhall never get out of this Fire, 


© neither 


** 
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« neither be able to repent. —Their Pains 
* ſhall be e a Pains ene 


4 Pains. . ga 


EY 


It appears ; then, wilt EY Dodtine of 
eternal Torments, is certainly a Mabometan, 
if not a Heathen Doctrine. But whether it 
be a Fewiſh, or a Chriſtian Doctrine, re- 
mains a 91 880 of Inquiry. 


I have not yet been able to diſcover any 
Thing like it, in the Writings of the Od 
Teſtament : And am fully convinced that 
theſe Paſſages in the New, which have been 
thought to imply it moſt ſtrongly, do di- 
rectly, and- in the ſtrongeſt Manner imply 


the contrary.— And for Proof of this, I beg 


leave to refer you to a ien now going: 
to be 8 5 1 | 


: * 


11 the Expreflions of 4 ee into a 
Furnace of Fire — caſt into a Lake of Fire— 
into everlaſting Fire — into Hell, where the 
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched ; 
— do not import a total Deſtruction, or An- 
nihilation; I muſt confeſs myſelf to be ut- 
terly at a Loſs; and muſt beg your kind 
Aſſiſtance, in order to fad out the — 
of them. 1 ves THR CS 4 

7 


1 
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That that Fire is angqienchalie; the Mean- 
ing is the lame, -as if IJ told him, that his 
Houſe: would: be entirely deſtroyed. If 1: 


tell a Gardener, : whoſe: - aps or the Bloſ- 


ſoms, are infected by the Worm, That he 
cannot kill that Worm, or, that it will not 
die; it is the ſame Thing as if I told him, 
that his Fruit will. come to nathitig, or his 
Plants die. Or, if a Patient is afflicted with 


a Diſtemper, Which is ſuppoſed to proceed 


from Worms, and he is told that he Worm: 
will ht dit; the meaning of the Phraſe 
muſt be, that the Diſcaſs no end in the 
Death of the Patient. And if ſuch Phraſes 
be conſidered as proverbial among the Jews, 
and that when any Petſon fell into any Diſ- 
— or Calamity, that would certainly 
end in Deſtruction, it was uſual for chem 

| to ſay, That is a Worm that will not die; 
or, That ãs a Fire that will not be quetich- 
ed; the Senſe is is perfactly intelligible: They 
meant that it was a loſt Caſe; that there was 


no Poſbbllity of preventing the Deſtruction of 


the Perſoh, or T hing, to which ey n 
the Pruverb. 14. © HL {1 


- © Belles, there is elle Abfurd 10 

in the Image made uſe of, if 
we ſupf oſs ” Chat, Wood, or other uſeleſs 
oe thrown into an un i 
e ire, 
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Fire, and yet not to be conſumed and de- 
ſtroyed in that Fire; or, a living Creature 
caſt into it, and yet preſerved alive for ever 
in it: For, throwing into the Fire is alw 
underſtood, to be the moſt effectual Way: 
to deſtroy 4 T hing: And the leſs etinguiſo- 
able the Fire is, the ore certainly will the 
Subject thrown. in be conſumed.: And the 
original Term, xaſaratmm, properly ttanſ- 
lated, is, To burn up, or utterly conſume cy 


Fire: which is directly contrary: to a Being: 


preſerved in the Fire. ¶ ho. ſball burn up the - 


Chaff with unquenchable Hire. John ni. 12. 


The Expreſſion here is probabiy borrowed 
from Malachi iv. 1. Fur behold tbe Day 
cometh that ſhall burn as an Ouen; and all 
the Proud, yea, and all that do wickedly ſhalt: 
be Stubble; and the Day that cometh” ſhall 
burn them up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, that 
it ſhall leave them neither Root nor Branch. 
Similar to this is the Expreſſion in the Epiſ- 


tle to the Hebrews: Our God is a cosUN- 


ING Fire, | xd|avzXoor: Which ſignifies, 
utterly deſtroying ; the very reverſe. of pre- 
ſerving.—There is, indeed, ſo direct a Con- 
tradiction between the Idea of preſerving 
any Creature alive, and that of throwing it 
into a Fire, a Fire that cannot be extinguiſh- 


ed; that if duly conſidered, it is amazing 


how Men came to . ſo oppoſite Ideas 
together, 


1 9 3 
together, or imagine them to be conſiſtent. 
This mg ang Mabomet . ridiculouſly at- 
tempts to reconcile by ſaying, That God 
will change their burned Skin into a new 
_ A — e ſuffer the more. 


Fire i is, ane an 1 af To 22 


ture, as well as of Deſtruftion... But why 


Men ſhould: think it more becoming the 
moſt juſt and merciful Governor of the 
World, to make it an Inſtrument of ever- 
| laſting Torment to his offending Creatures, 
rather than of their everlaſting Deſtruction; 


or why, they ſhould be diſpoſed to take the 


Words of Scripture in a Senſe contradictory 


to Reaſon, Juſtice and Humanity, when 


they will not only admit of, but are moſt na- 
turally underſtood in a different Senſe, agree 
able to Juſtice and Clemency; is to me in- 
me. . 5 | 


The Subject is meet as far as the 
Chriſtian Revelation is concerned, to this 
ſingle Queſtion : Whether the afore-men« 
tioned Expreſſions are intended to convey to 
us the Idea of everlaſting Torture, or of 

everlaſting Deſtruction, i. e. Annihilation? 
— Perhaps, ſome may be inclined to think, 
that they ſerve to convey Ideas, both of Tor- 
| ment, and of total Deſtruction. With ſuch 


wit, > OE Perſons 


2 1 


Pescus (if there are any) I defice to have 

no Controvetſy. Becauſe on this ſuppoſi · 
tion, the Torment or Miſery cannot be in- 
finite, And it is only that Mahometan, 
Pagan, and (as I muſt confeſs it appears a 
me at preſent) moſt abſurd, cruel, Anti- 
Chriſtian, and diabolical Doctrine of infinite, 
or never-ending. Miſery: why Torttieat,: which 
Jam oppoſing, and endeavoui ing to eradi- 
cate: Quam extutere opinionam (to uſe. the 
HENS of Fare rw neee 


That dere are Paſſages "1 the New Ter: 
tament which imply, that the Sehtetice of 
eternal Death fhall be executed upon Orimt- 
nals with Circomftances of Tgnominy, ' Hors 
ror and Pain, proporticnate do their Guil, 1 
readily allow and affirm : Yet am not of O- 
pinion, that the. Figures of being caſt ritto 
unguenchable Fire, and the like, 'are intend- 
ed to convey to us any Idea of Torment, but 
folely that of total Deſtruction, or Anoihila- 
tion, or a ceafing to exiſt. And the Paſlage 
in the Book of Revelations, where it is ſaid, 
that Death and Hell (i. e. Hades) ſtiall be 
caſt into the T,ake of Fire, ſees to me de- 
_ cifive in this Point. For certainly the mean- 
ing there is, not that Death and Hades ſhall 
be tor mented (which is Tee pee N bit n 
they ſhall be e 


Bot 
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But it is dot my y Deſign, either to Trou 


ble you with''a fo ous Repetition of 
_ what hath been [ſuggeſted in the Diſcourſe 
referted' to, or to exhauſt. the Subject: 


View which I have of i at preſent; and ta 


intr eat your F 
_ explaining the Subject, and eicher 1 g. 
or ann _ een 


t 


e to fart; Si; That t it is 


explained and believed, 


it © wil very 


df the Supremie Being: And that in a Cauſe, 

in which the Honour of God, and dhe Cie» 
dit of the Chnftian. Revelation, are fo im- 
Si mediately concerned, you cannot find yaurs 
ſelf b N 


For my e own et I am tis that 


the vulgar Notian af eternal Torments has 


been productive, not of Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs, but of Wickedneſs and Miſery 50 


the World, where it has been moſt ſeriouſly - 


and ſteddily believed. However, Conſe- 
quences are 4 the Subject of our Enquiry, 
but the Truth of the Doctrine. The pro- 
per Queſtion is, What is the Doctrine of 


But 
only to repreſent to you in ſew Words, the 


Aſſiſtance, in further 


a Sudeck wotthy of your Pen: That ac- 
dording as the Doctriur of future Puniſn- 


differently affect Mens Opinion 


Our 


> ; 
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our Saviour $42W hen that is determined 3 
ft any Man, after allowing the Doctrine to 


I 


be His, yet ſhall impute ill Effects to it, or 


aſſert that it ought not to be preached, or 
publiſhed; he pretends to be wiſer than our: 


Saviour, and is guilty of an bre, ae in- 


| een _ his Chri _—_ Teokeſiron?:: 
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Mind — to be influenced by vulgar Pre- 
judices, or infected with an Itch of Popu- 
larity, or biaſſed by any mean Conſiderations; 
Tam moſt willing to believe. And there 

fore hope, that you will favour myſelf, and 
others, with a public Explanation of your 
| Sentiments; and, if you 


take Pen in Hand, cannot eaſily doubt of 


your doing ample Juſtice. to 10 e 
and intereſting a Es: HITS x1 
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